
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-158
NPDES NO. CA0029076

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CITY OF SANTA CLARA
ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
GIANERA POWER PLANT
SANTA CLARA, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The City of Santa Clara, Electric Department (hereinafter called the
discharger) suhmitted a Report of Waste Discharge, dated July 3, 1991, and
applied for reissuance of a permit to discharge waste under the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), from the facility located at
2339 Gianera Street.

2. The discharger generates electric power with two natural gas-fired
combustion turbines to meet peak load power demands in the City of Santa
Clara. Distillate oil is used as an emergency backup fuel and is stored at the
facility in a 100,OOO-gallon above ground tank. The tank is located within a 6­
foot high concrete dike. Drainage within the diked area, and from a concrete
loading pad adjacent to the diked area go to a sump connected to a gravity
oil/water separator. Treated effluent from the oil/water separator is
discharged to the facility storm drain system. The storm drain system
consists of a series of 13 drop inlets as shown in the attached Figure 1. The
size of the facility is approximately 8.5 acres, of which approximately 5.5 acres
are impervious surface.

3. The discharge, designated as Waste 001, consists of stormwater runoff from
the facility, and oil/water separator effluent from runoff from the diked area
and loading pad area. (Currently, treated tank bottom bleedoff water from the
fuel storage tank is also discharged to the storm drain system. This Order
prohibits discharge of this wastewater source.) The discharge flows offsite
into the City's storm drain system, specifically to a storm drain pump station
which discharges to San Tomas Aquino Creek, at a point Lat. 37°24'00", Long.
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